NAMIC Guidelines from NIH—Year 02 (ending August 31, 2006)

Notice of Grant Award (NOGA) stipulates the terms and conditions under which the grant can operate. The financial numbers are also given by each subcontractor, which corresponds to the numbers that we agreed on after the rebudgeting effort in the summer of 2004.

In summary, there are 5 kinds of conditions in the NOGA: 
1. Financial--overspending, reallocation, underspending, etc. 
2. Software/IP conditions—software must be made freely available

3. Key persons--Ron's involvement, other key PIs' involvement, etc. 
4. Key directions--staying true to original intent, and disclosure if changes happen 
5. Reporting--Frequent reporting in standard forms, as well as in free-format, list of papers published/cited, etc. 

The NOGA has specific conditions in additions to (not in lieu of) specific Terms and Conditions set forth in RFA RM-04-003, "National Centers for Biomedical Computing (NCBC)," (See www.nih.gov/grants/guide/index.html) 

General award conditions are at (http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/awardconditions.htm)

Financial Conditions

“Carry over of an unobligated balance into the next budget period requires Grants Management Officer prior approval.”

“None of the funds in this award shall be used to pay the salary of an individual at a rate in excess of current salary cap per year. See current salary cap levels at the following URL:

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/salcap_summary.htm
“Total direct funds for the graduate student(s) may not exceed the NIH maximum allowable level of $35,568 per year as outlined in the NIH Guide

Software Conditions

“Any software produced with support from this award should be freely available to biomedical researchers and educators in the non-profit sector, such as institutions of

education, research institutes, and government laboratories.

”The terms of software availability should permit the commercialization of enhanced or customized versions of the software, or incorporation of the software or pieces of it into other software packages.

“The terms of software availability should include the ability of researchers outside the center and its collaborating projects to modify the source code and to share modifications with other colleagues as well as with the center.  A center should take responsibility for creating the original and subsequent "official" versions of a piece of software, and should provide a plan to manage the dissemination or adoption of improvements or customizations of that software by others.  This plan should include a method to distribute other user's contributions such as extensions, compatible modules, or plug-ins.

Key Persons

“The Principal Investigator, Dr. Ron Kikinis, must devote at least 25% of his effort to this cooperative agreement.”

“Any absence, replacement, or substantial reduction in effort of the following key personnel below, requires the written prior approval of the National Institutes of Health awarding component.

Eric Grimson

David Kennedy

Ross Whitaker

Guido Gerig

Allen Tannenbaum

William Lorensen

Arthur Togo

Mark Ellisman

William Schroeder

Steve Pieper

Martha Shenton

Andrew Saykin

Steven Potkin

James Kennedy

Randy Gollub

Stephen Wong

Reporting

“A Progress Report is due annually and must include two components.  The first is the standard NIH Progress Report (Form 2590).  The second is a more specialized report that will go to the NIH Science Officers and the NIH Program Officer.  The specialized scientific report will replace the standard 2-page scientific component in Form 2590.   Both components will be sent together in the same package to NIH.

In addition to the above, for each project or core in the program, please provide: 

1) An itemized direct cost budget (Form Page 2);  

2) A budget justification for those line items and amounts that represent a significant change from that previously recommended; 

3) An explanation of any estimated unobligated balance that is greater than 25% of the current year's total budget; 

4) A Biographical Sketch for all new key personnel since the previous submission;

5) A list of active other support information for key personnel; and 

6) The specialized scientific report should have the following format:

a. Introductory page describing the new grouping of NAMIC project themes.

b. A description of progress in each NAMIC project theme (not to exceed 2 pages each), tying together relevant activities from participating subcomponents and referencing cores in parentheses.

c. A table of NAMIC timelines (from original proposal), graphically depicting completed tasks/goals in years 1 and 2 and tasks/goals to be completed in years 3-5.  Changes to the original timelines should be described.

d. A description of 3 highlights selected from all NAMIC projects to showcase NAMIC.

e. A discussion of NAMIC’s impact and value to the biocomputing community this year.

For complete instructions for filling out the 2590 application, please see:

http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/2590/2590.htm

See the NAMIC wiki for latest information as the requirements has changed since the first year: http://www.na-mic.org/Wiki/index.php/NAMIC_Annual_Reports
